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When Anheuser-Busch InBev 
hosted their annual hop 
workshop in South Africa 

this year, the big news was the expansion 
of  the hop farms. Hop farming in the 
Outeniqua region – the only place in the 
country where the Humulus lupulus plant 
is grown – will increase by 100 hectares, 
meaning an extra annual output of  150 
tonnes. This will bring South Africa’s total 
annual output to 1000 tonnes by 2021. 

This is, of  course, great news for George’s 
hop growers and a guaranteed boost to the 
local economy. But does it also represent 
a boost to the craft beer scene? In recent 
years, South Africa’s microbrewers have 
noticed a shortage of  some of  South 
Africa’s most popular aroma hops. 
Southern Passion in particular has been 
in great demand, with many local brewers 
only receiving a small percentage of  their 
order last year. Lauren Steytler, GM of  
SAB Hop Farms, explains the recent 
shortfall in local hops: “Before 2016, 
SAB Hop Farms (SABHF) had a surplus 
of  hop varieties at the end of  each hop 
season –  the majority of  the craft industry 

at the time were importing more hops and 
requesting less from SABHF. However, 
once the flavour/aroma hops took off, we 
did not have enough to supply the craft 
brewer requests.” 

As On Tap went to press, brewers were 
waiting to hear about their 2017 hop 
allocations, but some had already made 
backup plans. “We didn’t get much last 
year,” said one local brewer who preferred 
not to be named, “so I had to adjust our 
recipes accordingly.”

The news that hop production is 
expanding should be comforting, but with 
that news comes the announcement that 
the vast majority of  the extra tonnage 
will be exported. South Africa currently 
exports around 120 tonnes of  hops for 
use in the rest of  Africa. Once the new 
targets are reached, 250 tonnes will be 
earmarked for export, leaving just 20 extra 
tonnes after the expansion. It’s possible 
that the South African craft beer scene 
won’t see any increase in hops sold locally, 
once SAB’s beers are taken care of. 

Access to local ingredients was one of  
the main concerns for South African 
microbrewers when A-B InBev took over 
SAB in 2016. Their fears were somewhat 
assuaged by a clause in the takeover 
agreement guaranteeing that A-B InBev 
would “continue to supply hops that 
are currently supplied by SABMiller to 
Small Beer Producers on the same terms 
and conditions as currently offered…
or otherwise on reasonable commercial 
terms”. A-B InBev has reiterated this 
in statements and press releases, saying 
that they have “committed to continue 
supplying hops and malt to the craft 
industry”. They currently supply around 
20 tonnes of  hops per year to the local 
microbrewing industry.

Microbrewers are cautious about 
celebrating any loyalty shown by A-B 
InBev though.  “I am concerned about 
volumes,” says Eric van Heerden, owner 
of  Triggerfish Brewing in Somerset West. 
“I think that they’ll never cut the small 
independents off  completely but can 
throttle our supply without any recourse.” 
Another Cape brewer admitted that he 
is “worried about current and future 
availability of  hops.”

And it’s not just South African brewers 
that are concerned about the supply of  
hops. In May of  this year, social media lit 
up following claims from US hop broker, 
Greg Crum. Crum, owner of  Colorado-
based ZA Hops, has been importing South 
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