
FEATURE

Sure, food is a necessary addition to any social 
situation where beer is fl owing, but most folks forget 

the truly essential BFF to our beloved beverage of 
choice: music. Beer-loving rocker John Morrow 

shares some of his perfect pairings.

“If music be the food of love, play on” – 
William Shakespeare (‘Twelfth Night’)

Most people barely 
notice what’s playing 
when the taps are 
open. More often than 
not, it’s a secondary 

thought – open Spotify, click a random list 
and get back to your beer. But the fact of 
the matter is that when the right music is 
played, a primal fermentation occurs and 
suddenly the good time you’re already 
having becomes a great time.

Being a complete music nerd since I 

was knee-high, and a lover of the amber 
nectar since I ‘acquired’ my fi rst beer from 
the family fridge (sorry, dad), I have spent 
a ludicrous amount of time ensuring that 
if I’m involved with a social gathering, 
the music better be on-point. I’ve found, 
through years of trial and tribulation, that 
certain styles of beer go down so much 
better when combined with certain styles 
of music. Sure, it sounds a little nit-picky 
and next-level geeky, but trust me when 
I say that you can achieve a heightened 

beer experience when you pay more 
attention to your playlist.

So here I bring you a basic guide 
for what to slap on the speakers when 
drinking any major beer style, with a 
suggested sip-list to match each playlist. 
This is merely a starting point to get you 
contemplating the marriage of hops and 
bass. Hopefully you’ll soon fi nd yourself 
getting into the groove and delving 
deeper to create your own personal 
alchemy of sound and suds.

BEER STYLES: Lager, pilsner, 
festbier

MUSIC GENRES: Arena rock, glam 
metal, disco, funk

These styles are all about the party; 
the easy-drinking sunny days where 
you just want something refreshing 
and enjoyable. Solid, dependable, 
downright drinkable, and perfect 
for karaoke and dancing on tables 
(but be sure to check with 
management fi rst). 

ALBUM RECOMMENDATIONS:
Bon Jovi – Slippery When Wet
Whitesnake – Whitesnake
Saturday Night Fever – Original 
Soundtrack
Parliament – 
Mothership Connection

LOCAL BEER RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Darling Brew – Slow Beer 
Mad Giant Brewing Co. – 
The Guzzler 
Saggy Stone Brewing Co. – 
Das Lookout 

BEER STYLES: American pale ale, 
blonde ale, cream ale, amber ale

MUSIC GENRES: Outlaw country, 
groove metal, southern rock, bluegrass

The lighter ales are like a cool cousin 
to the mighty lagers. They’re a small 
step up in fl avour and aroma, making 
them a bit more badass. The laid-back 
vibe of these music genres makes for a 
cool, relaxed environment to enjoy an 
easy-drinking, tasty beer. Plus, is there 
anything more delightful than an APA 
when you just want a beer with all the 
hops and none of the fuss? 

ALBUM RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Johnny Cash – 
American IV: The Man Comes Around
White Zombie – 
La Sexorcisto: Devil Music Vol. 1
Lynyrd Skynyrd – Lynyrd Skynyrd 
Steve Martin – 
The Crow: New Songs For The 5-String 
Banjo

LOCAL BEER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Mad Giant Brewing Co. – Killer Hop 
Drifter Brewing Co. – 
The Cape Town Blonde
That Brewing Co. – 
That Red Irish Cream Ale
Richmond Hill Brewing Co. – 
Car Park John

BEER STYLES: Porter, stout, brown ale, 
schwarzbier

MUSIC GENRES: Blues, black metal, 
doom metal, goth

When the inky clouds roll in and the 
temperature drops, the beer drinker 
requires fortifi cation that can largely only 
be found in dark beers, usually in front 
of a roaring fl ame with close friends. 
Bursting with malty fl avour and packed 
with strength, there’s nothing quite like 
this black magic, and these tunes will 
simply stoke the fi res with their deep, 
dark tales.  

ALBUM RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Robert Johnson – 
The Complete Recordings
Burzum – Filosofem
Electric Wizard – Dopethrone
The Cure – Pornography

LOCAL BEER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Copperlake Breweries – Robust Porter
Agar’s Brewery – Black Mamba Stout
Woodstock Brewery – Mr. Brownstone 
Clockwork Brewhouse – Schwarzbier

Your own 
personal 

alchemy of 
sound and suds

BEER STYLES: Hefeweizen, Kölsch, 
witbier

MUSIC GENRES: Stoner rock, 
krautrock, sludge metal, 
industrial

These classic European styles go 
down like nothing else. Always a 
refreshing choice, they allow for the 
ears to open up to challenging sounds 
and mind-blowing journeys.

 ALBUM RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Kyuss – Welcome To Sky Valley
Can – Tago Mago
Down – NOLA
Einstürzende Neubauten – 
Halber Mensch

LOCAL BEER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Brauhaus am Damm – Brauhaus 
Weizen
Lions River Brewery – Kölsch
Doctrine Brewing – Aeon 
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BEER STYLES: Red ale, wee heavy, 
barleywine

MUSIC GENRES: Folk, indie rock, 
progressive rock

Ever found yourself in an English-
style pub in front of a roaring fi re 
and looking for something classic, 
sumptuous, and – well – proper? 
These are the big boys of the wood-
and-leather public houses of old and, 
for that, you need to have the lilting 
melodies and ethereal jigs of these 
carefully chosen bands.
  
ALBUM RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Fairport Convention – Liege & Lief
Fleet Foxes – Fleet Foxes
Jethro Tull – Songs From The Wood

LOCAL BEER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Friar’s Habit Craft Brewery – 
Irish Red Ale
Aegir Project – 
A Wee Heavy Scottish Ale
Triggerfi sh Brewing – Stonefi sh

BEER STYLE: India pale ale

MUSIC GENRES: Thrash metal, punk 
rock, power metal, hard rock

Ah, the noble IPA – the style to end all 
styles. Whether West Coast, session, 
black, New England, imperial, or just 
straight-up classic English, the hops 
arrive instantly and take the palate 
to heights found nowhere else. Bitter 
and delish, the IPA kickstarts the heart 
and bangs the head.  

ALBUM RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Anthrax – Among The Living
Fear – The Record
Eternal Champion – The Armor Of Ire
Motörhead – Overkill

LOCAL BEER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Afro Caribbean Brewing Co. – 
Jungle Paradise 
Agar’s Brewery – Tomahawk 
Anvil Ale Brewery – Mjölnir 
The 400 Brewing Company – 
Harambe Imperial Black IPA

BEER STYLES: Belgian ale, saison, 
Trappist ale

MUSIC GENRES: Jazz, classical, death 
metal

These styles are just that – stylish. Not 
only does the punter feel like they’re 
drinking something as old as time, the 
complexity of these beers is taken to 
a new level with the addition of the 
intricate musicianship found in jazz, 
classical, and (yes, trust me) death 
metal. 

ALBUM RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Miles Davis – Sketches Of Spain
Julian Bream – 
The Ultimate Guitar Collection
Blood Incantation – 
Hidden History Of The Human Race

LOCAL BEER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Woodstock Brewery – Sugarman 
Old Potter’s Brewhouse – Plaas Japie 
Drifter Brewing Co. – 
Ocean Aged Tripel

BEER STYLES: American wild ale, 
Berliner Weisse, Lambic, Flanders 
red

MUSIC GENRES: Acid jazz, soul, post-
punk, hip hop

These sometimes mouth-puckering 
styles have become very popular 
with local craft drinkers, and 
rightfully so. A totally different taste 
experience to all other beers, they 
are wild and experimental, and 
require music just as adventurous.
 
ALBUM RECOMMENDATIONS: 
St. Germain – Tourist
Stevie Wonder – 
Songs In The Key Of Life
Joy Division – Unknown Pleasures
The Roots – Things Fall Apart

LOCAL BEER RECOMMENDATIONS:
Little Wolf Brewery – The Sour Plum 
Clockwork Brewhouse – 
Blueberry Berliner Weisse
Hazeldean Brewing Co. – 
Plum Lambic
Frontier Beer Co. – Tart Of Darkness 

There are numerous bands, albums, and local beers to experiment with to fi nd what 
works best for you, and the journey has infi nite rewards. An even better plan is to get 
together (virtually at this point of course) with like-minded friends and make a party of 
the process. But just remember - as long as the beer is good and the music is fl owing, 
pairing the two just makes ‘em both better. 

Wondering about those “tribulations” I mentioned? Well here are a 
few. Sometimes music pairings are so bad that the tunes will put you off 
your pint…
• Nickelback – Rockstar (Lager) – There is no good time for Nickelback, 

either sober or inebriated. Ever.
• Billy Ray Cyrus – Achy Breaky Heart (Blonde Ale) – Country music is a 

fi ne pairing to a smooth blonde, but when it’s Miley’s dad on the stereo, 
rather get a glass of water.

• Creed – Higher (IPA) – The adrenaline harnessed from potent hard rock 
makes for a killer addition to the noble IPA. You’ll fi nd none of this in 
‘Higher’.

• Kenny G – Songbird (Belgian Ale) – I’ve found that most great jazz 
rounds out a tasty Belgian ale, adding smiles and warmth to the pint. 
Kenny G, unfortunately, does the direct opposite.

• Vanilla Ice – Ice Ice Baby (Berliner Weisse) – Hip hop has a way of 
starting and then livening up a party. Unless you enjoy a nostalgic trip 
down a dark memory lane, avoid the ‘Ice.

NEVER THE TWAIN
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